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We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea;

for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness

of flowers. We praise you for these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for

our posterity. Grant that we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your

abundant creation, to the honor and glory of your Name, now and for ever. Amen.
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Pentecost: Christianity’s Most Underrated Holiday
Pentecost, the season of the Holy Spirit, is otherwise known
as the "birthday of the church." In theory, Pentecost should
be recognized, along with Christmas and Easter, as one of
the three most important holidays of the Christian Church.
Here's why.

Where the term "Pentecost" comes from

Pentecost (or "the 50th day" in ancient Greek) is a holiday
of Christianity commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit
upon the Apostles, fifty days after the resurrection. (In the
UK, it is referred to as Whitsunday, because of the white
robes traditionally worn this day by those newly baptized.)

The Christian holiday also derives from the Hebrew celebra-
tion, Shavuot, which was held 50 days after Passover and
was associated with the first harvest
of grain in the spring. The Jewish
holiday, also referred to in the Bible
as "the feast of weeks," came to be
identified with the revelation on Mt.
Sinai when Moses received the Ten
Commandments. It may also reflect
still older, pagan festivals celebrat-
ing the return of life to nature fol-
lowing the "death" of winter. Given
the importance of Passover, the
Sinai tradition and the spring har-
vest festivals to both Jews and early
Christians, one begins to understand
the significance of Pentecost.

Why is Pentecost so important for
Christians?

It is connected to Christianity's central image of God as
Trinity. Over many centuries Christians have come to under-
stand God in three ways. First, as God the Creator in nature;
second, as the Son, in the story of the life, death and resur-
rection of Jesus; and finally, as Spirit. The Spirit represents
God as living and active in the world today. It signifies the
fact that the Christian faith is not just about events that
happened in the past, rather it concerns the present and
the future. The Spirit is God's animating presence in the
church, and indeed, in life itself. Hence, without its Spirit,
the church is dead, and without the Spirit, all that is creative
and wonderful in life itself ceases to exist.

The Central Role of the Church in God’s Work in the World

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on individual
followers of Jesus as they were gathered together in
Jerusalem. This gathering became the first Christian church.

New believers in Jesus were baptized as they joined this
church. They, along with the first followers of Jesus, shared
life together, focusing on teaching, fellowship, breaking of
bread, and prayer. They shared their belongings so that no
one was hungry or needy. As these first Christians lived out
their new faith together, “the Lord added to their number
those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47). Thus we speak of
Pentecost as the birthday of the church.

In theory, the Spirit could have been poured out on the
followers of Jesus when they were not gathered together.
There are surely times when the Holy Spirit touches an indi-
vidual who is alone in prayer, worship, or ministry to others.
But the fact that the Spirit was given to a gathering of be-
lievers is not incidental. It underscores the centrality of the
church in God’s work in the world. The actions of the earliest

Christians put all of this in boldface.
The Holy Spirit is not only given to
individuals, but also, in a sense to
the gathered people of God. Thus,
in 1 Corinthians 3, the Apostle Paul
observes that the church is God’s
temple and that the Spirit dwells in
the midst of the church (3:16-17;
in 1 Cor 6:19-20 we find a comple-
mentary emphasis on the dwelling
of the Spirit in individual Christians).

Personal Implications

Many Christians, especially those of
us who have been influenced by the
individualism of American culture,
live as if the church is useful but

unnecessary. We seem to believe that as long as we have a
personal relationship with God, everything else is secondary.
But Pentecost is a vivid illustration of the truth that is found
throughout Scripture: the community of God’s people is
central to God’s work in the world. Thus, Pentecost invites
us to consider our own participation in the fellowship,
worship, and mission of the church. It is a time to renew
our commitment to live as an essential member of the body
of Christ, using our gifts to build the church and share the
love and justice of Christ with the world.

(The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Roberts is a pastor, author, leader, speaker,

blogger, and consultant for Christian organizations. Currently, Mark is

the Executive Director of the Max De Pree Center for Leadership at

Fuller Seminary in Pasadena, California. Previously, he was Senior

Pastor at Irvine Presbyterian Church in California for 16 years. He

wrote the excerpt above, found at http://www.patheos.com/blogs/

markdroberts/series/what-is-pentecost-why-does-it-matter/)

Taken from: http://www.godweb.org/pentacost.htm
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The Story of the St. Timothy’s
Prayer Garden
By Caroline Kelsey

Toward the end of the parish hall addition and education
wing remodeling project in 2013, Ron Batty and I were
looking at the mud-filled courtyard created by the brand
new Colonnade and Parish Hall. (Ron was the Chairman
of the Building Committee for this project.) He asked me
if I would be willing to create a design for this space and
present it to the building committee.

I was very excited to have this opportunity and immedi-
ately started thinking about how to use the space. Since
it was in the center of the church property, it had to meet
many needs:
 First, I felt this should be a contemplative space

where people could come to remember their loved
ones interred in the Columbarium.

 Second, it should also be a wonderful space for
church services, such as Easter Vigil and The Blessing
of the Palms.

 Third, I hoped that people would have fun there and
use the space as a casual social setting. (And we
have—for everything from the annual Easter Egg
Hunt to our recent “Spring Fling!”)

So the question became how to create a space that
would allow for this much flexibility. First, we needed
to make as much flat space as possible, which required
installing retaining walls to keep the hills in place.

I thought that a cross in the very center would tie the
whole space together and create paved areas for people
to access to the Columbarium wall.

After the original
design was pre-
sented, it was
suggested that the
center square of the
cross become a
circle. And so, with
generous dona-
tions, a Labyrinth
was created. It was
a perfect solution to
the area, giving an
ancient meditation
tradition to the

space. After that, a lovely fountain was given, as well as
the benches.

The first planting of
trees and shrubs
was done in the fall
of 2013. We planted
5 trees and 11
shrubs. Then we
ran out of money!

So a huge board
went up in the
Colonnade,
listing all the plants
we wanted to fill
the space. Next
to each item was
a place to sign up

to pay for it. The members of St.Tim's really came
through—everything on the list was funded!!!

Even all the other things, like mulch, rocks, irrigation,
lighting, and stones to create the priest’s walk up to
Columbarium were donated. By 2016, all the plants were
installed by hard working parishioners and the joy of
watching things grow has been a wonderful gift for us all.

We now have
the task of
maintaining this
beautiful space
with weeding,
pruning, and
replanting when
needed. You do
not have to be a
gardener or
even have a
green thumb to
help with these
tasks. If you
have a bit of time, please help us take care of our lovely

garden by
signing up on
the sheet in
the Gathering
Space. Please
contact
Caroline Kelsey
to find out
how to help.
THANK YOU!
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By Mitzi Uyemura

Immigrant. Migrant. Refugee. These words have become

part of our global and national dialogue, especially in

recent years. They can be politically charged, and are

often completely misunderstood. But when we use these

words, we need to remember we’re talking about people,

not numbers, or statistics. God’s children, all.

According to the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services:
An immigrant is someone who chooses to resettle in
another country. The main reasons they do this include
searching for better economic conditions, education and
to be with their families.

Migrants, especially economic migrants, choose to move
in order to improve the future prospects for themselves
and their families. Sometimes this involves moving to a
different country, sometimes just a different part of their
own country.

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or
her home country out of fear of persecution caused by
war, violence, political instability, or aggression, or due to
their religion, beliefs, caste, or political opinion. In most
cases, it is not possible for them to go back to their country.

The International Institute of St. Louis is our area’s
“welcoming center for new Americans,” whose stated
mission is “to help immigrants and their families be
productive Americans and to champion ethnic diversity as
a cultural and economic strength,” according to their web-
site. The International Institute (IISTL) provides “essential
community integration services to more than 7,500 immi-
grants and refugees from 80 countries each year.”

St. Timothy’s is lucky enough to have two members who

work at the IISTL:

Debbie Smith, who

has been the their

Volunteer Coordina-

tor for Client Services

for just over a year

now, and Jan O’Neil,

St. Tim’s former

Deacon, who has

been a volunteer

there since January

of this year.

According to Smith, IISTL's “education and economic
development services are available to all classes of
immigrants, but our resettlement services are reserved
for refugees and asylees (people who have been granted
asylum). Asylum seekers fit the same definition as
refuges,” she explained, “except that they have come
directly to our border and applied for asylum at a port of
entry.”

There are many misconceptions about refugees, Smith
continued, and their process of entering our country is a
long and complicated one. “Refugees leave their country
and go to another one—not the U.S.,” she said. “After
registering with the United Nations, if they're deemed
suitable for resettlement in the U.S., they undergo
multiple health and security screenings that take at least
a couple of years.”

“When they are ready,” Smith explained, “the Department
of State assigns them to one of the national nonprofit
voluntary agencies, which in turn assigns them to an
affiliate in a specific city. The International Organization
for Migration lends them plane fare to get here. Once
they're in the U.S., they can live wherever they want to,
but usually they stay in the original city for at least the
first six months, and often forever,” she said.

Jan O’Neil was inspired to volunteer after listening to a
representative from the Institute who spoke at St. Tim’s
last fall.

“We are taught to welcome the stranger, and I under-
stood the dire straits of refugees—fleeing from persecu-
tion,” O’Neil said. “I want to love them as my neighbor
and welcome them to St. Louis in any small way that I can.
I started volunteering at IISTL in January.”

The International Institute of St. Louis “Welcomes the Stranger”



One of the questions Jan asked herself was: How can I use
my gifts as a disciple of Jesus?

Her answer? “Jesus learned from the Torah (Deuteron-
omy 10: 19) that ‘you shall also love the stranger, for you
were strangers in the land of Egypt.’ Jesus taught us
(Matthew 25: 35): “I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me.”

O’Neil explained one of the things she enjoys doing:

“Each family that comes is provided with housing for three
months and food for a week. I often shop for a family at
Shop & Save and stock their cupboards and refrigerator
with basics for less than $50. I work with a team of one
or two volunteers to set up the apartment with furniture
that is easy to assemble, make the beds, put out towels,
and set the table with placemats and napkins, so they feel
welcome when they get off a plane and are driven to their
abode,” she said.

“In this job I don’t meet the family, but I am blessed to
offer hospitality to ‘my new neighbor’ with no need of a
personal thank you. It’s a gift I can give,” she explained.
“I also work in the International Institute’s building near
Grand and Pestalozzi to sort donations of clothing and
personal care items,” said O’Neil. “Refugees can come
into the ‘store’ area on Tuesday or Wednesday to shop
for clothes. The personal care items go into baskets that
are distributed for each family in the apartments.”

The IISTL’s annual celebration, Festival of Nations, will be
held Aug 26 - 27, 2017 in Tower Grove Park. “We defi-
nitely are still seeking volunteers for Festival of Nations,”
Debbie Smith said. “The sign-up process is all online and
seems pretty user friendly” Go to: http://www. festivalof-
nationsstl.org/ volunteer.html to learn more.
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The International Institute of St. Louis “Welcomes the Stranger,” cont.

MORE WAYS TO HELP:

St. Tim’s will be doing a service project for the
refugees at the IISTL during Vacation Bible School,
which is July 10 - 14. PLEASE help us create many
different Welcome Baskets for them by donating

these items:

Welcome Basket:
Umbrellas
Teapots
Scissors
Calendars
Laundry detergent*
Clothes basket
Dryer sheets
Nice hangers
Diapers size 4-6*

*Particular need for these items

Child's welcome basket:
Washable markers

Crayons
Child-safe scissors

Glue sticks
Drawing paper
Nerf-type balls

Simple “non-language-y” games
like Memory or Trouble

A financial donation would also be appreciated. Please
go to the Institute’s website: https://www.iistl.org/
index.html and click on DONATE to find other ways to
help.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!

Personal Hygiene Basket:
Full-size shampoo
Conditioner
Soap
Toothbrushes
Toothpaste
Deodorant
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You are invited to come to

Vacation Bible School

Come and learn about God’s never-failing love for us,

from the Garden of Eden through our lives today.

Join us for supper, games, music, art,

and building our faith.

For all children ages 5 - 11,

with licensed free childcare available for younger siblings up to age 4.

Guests and visitors are always welcome!

This program is FREE!

Please contact Youth Minister David Coulter, Heidi Carter,

or call the office to register your child/grandchild, or for more information.

July 10 - 14, 2017, 5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

God’s Garden God’s City



Page 7

Report from the Treasurer,
May 2017

Target revenues and expenses for 5 months (Budget %) 41.67%

Actual pledge and plate receipts for 5 months 41.38%

Actual expenses for 5 months 37.91%

Year-to-Date gross income stands at $264,000, which is right at budget. Facility Use income continues to be
ahead of budget while Pledge income is just slightly under budget.

Overall expenses are well under budget Year-to-Date, which gives us a $11,000 surplus Year-to-Date for May
even though net income for the month of May was minus $7,300. We continue to be in pretty good shape
financially.

--The Finance Committee
(Steve Cameron, Ginni Campbell, The Rev. Marvin Foltz, Alice Fritsch, Norm Moenkhaus, John O’Bryan,
Rick Sharp, Mike Wyland, Kurt Zwikelmaier)

July Birthdays

1 Richard Brown
Owen Uyemura

2 Ray Heuer
Morgan Mitchell

3 Sally Danforth
Tino Mazhou

4 Joe McAvoy
Val Michael

5 Carolyn Schuerman
7 Irina Hinrichs

Flynn Smith
10 Brett McCay
11 JP Wischnowsky
13 Susie Kramer
14 Brook Forsyth

Kay Kozicki
15 Derrick Coley

Leslie Corey
Ellyn Neise

17 Elliot Barnes
Heidi Gioia

19 Anthony Horrell
Timothy Johnson
Florrie Kohn

20 Frank Kohn
Lydia McCullough

21 Ron Batty
22 Cletus Coughlin

Jane Gordon
Tate Mitchell
LaVerne Moseley

23 Kim Dressel
25 Cathie Horrell
26 Joseph Gioia
27 Rohan Vishal
28 Mimi Butler
29 Peter Wangler
30 John Bennett
31 Pat Batty

Gina Perna

July Anniversaries

5 Ann & Richard Buckman
8 Louise & Ian Pooley
9 Julia & Gerry Amies

10 Ellyn & David Neise
11 Susan & Norm Moenkhaus
13 Laurel & Bill Dunworth

Kathy & Rick Dyer
14 Cindy & Dennis Perkins
15 Val & Paul Michael
23 Karen & Doug McCollum
25 Linda & Don Lambert

Stephanie & Mark Nauman

July Dates to Remember



“To radiate

Christ’s presence

through worship,

care, and service.”
St. Timothy’s Mission Statement, Spring 2017
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Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church
808 North Mason Road
Creve Coeur, Mo 63141-6306

Address Service Requested

The Rev. Marvin Lee Foltz, Rector
Church Office: (314) 434-5906
Fax: (314) 434-4103
Web Site: http://www.saint-tims.org

The Rev. Dr. Paul A. Metzler, Clergy Associate
Heidi Carter, Lay Associate for Ministry
Mark R. Scholtz, Director of Music
David Coulter, Youth Minister
Tess Barcey, Administrative Assistant
Rita Podolsky, Lead Office Volunteer
Mitzi Uyemura, Angler Editor

Dated Church Material
Prompt Delivery Appreciated

Events
in

July

Sunday, July 9
 E.Y.E. participants

arrive for overnight
Monday - Friday,
July 10 - 14
 Vacation Bible Schl,

5:30 - 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, July 16
 Guitar Lessons with

Steve Crock 9:45 am
 Summer Barbecue,

5:30 p.m. “out back”
Monday, July 17
 MORR Potluck, 6pm

Thursday, July 27 &
Friday, July 28
 Church inaccessible

due to resurfacing of
parking lot/driveway
Office closed

New Format for
Summer Bible Study

Ever wonder what the Old Testament reading is
about? Did Jesus really say THAT?? What’s the
Good News? Understanding the Word is the first
step toward living the Word!

Meeting throughout the summer, the Bible Study
Group will be one step ahead of the Sunday Scrip-
ture readings. These conversations will be led by
The Rev. Marvin Foltz, Heidi Carter, David Coulter,
Chuck Agne, Linda Lawless, Agnes Bolwell, and
The Rev. Sue Eastes. Join us in the Parish Hall on
Sundays at 9:40 a.m., As usual, newcomers are
very welcome!

St. Tim’s Bible Study Summer Schedule:
July 9 Heidi Carter Proper 10
July 16 Proper 11
July 23 Proper 12
July 30 Transfiguration
Aug. 6 Proper 14
Aug. 13 Proper 15

Summer Barbecue on July 16!
Please join us on July 16 at 5:30 p.m. for FOOD and
FUN at St. Tim’s Summer Barbecue! We’ll provide
the burgers, hot dogs, and drinks. We ask you to
bring a side dish or dessert, and chairs or blankets.
Water activities for the kids! Sign up or call the office.


