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Advent and Christmas
Preparing Our Hearts for Jesus
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From the
Interim
Rector
Dear Friends –
And so it is upon us. This year will be different;
even more so than the seasons following 9/11 or
the assassination of JFK. The crisis that the coronavirus has brought to bear is sorely testing us,
and, as an added bonus, it has shone a light on
the dark corners of our democracy. Political divisiveness, income disparity and racism have been
exposed. Mask wearing has become a political
weapon, for heaven’s sake! People have been
“unfriended” because of their differences! Where
is God in all of this? What good is our faith?
Where is hope?
The task of Advent is to prepare our hearts and
minds for the Christ who has already come; the
Christ who is present now; and the Christ who is
promised to come. It is a time of quiet reflection
and repentance; a time to prepare. One must
wonder if the vivissimo of our frenetic consumerism and the secularization of the Nativity caused
us to lose sight of that. We rhetorically ask ourselves where God is if we cannot spend thanksgiving with our families, if we cannot go caroling
or attend Christmas parties. Indeed. Where is
God? And that is the question of Advent.
God is right here, even in our anxiety, inviting
us to return to a quieter, more reflective way.
During Advent, we set aside a structured time
to slow down and to reflect upon the movement
of God in our lives. We set aside time to pray, to
study God’s Word, to worship and to do outreach
and, in so doing, we prepare for the coming of the
Lord. Pray. Study. Worship. Outreach. These

action words point us to God, even in the face
of our heightened anxieties and resentments.
At St. Tim’s, we offer many ways to prepare:
For prayer, join us in a service of Evening Prayer
Mondays thru Thursdays at 5:00 PM on Facebook
live or make it your habit every night before bed
to pray Compline. (Search for the link on our
website.) Lay your anxieties and stress at the foot
of the cross—or simply listen for that still, small
voice. In study, we also prepare our hearts. Join
the 7:00 AM Bible Study on Wednesdays where
we consider the upcoming week’s lectionary. Or
join us for “Women of the Bible” on Wednesdays
at 10:00 AM and again at noon. Or log in to the
study offered for free through Yale University on
Monday nights. And, still we worship: Sunday
mornings at 10:45. We miss you as much as you
miss being inside our sanctuary. And let us not
forget Outreach. Check out our weekly email and
learn how you can feed the poor with a contactless food collection in your very own neighborhoods.
Where is God? Right here with us, calling us to
something new.
Prepare ye the way of the Lord!
O come, O come Emmanuel.
Wishing you all of God’s blessings this day and
always,

Liz+
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Advent & Christmastide at St. Timothy’s
 Advent I 

 Christmas Eve 

29 November
Holy Eucharist – 10:45 AM – Live-Stream on Facebook

 Advent II 

24 December
Christmas Eve Open House (with music)
4:00 - 5:00 PM
Reservations suggested – Drop-ins welcome!

6 December
Holy Eucharist – 10:45 AM – Live-Stream on Facebook

 Christmas Day 

 Advent III 

25 December
Holy Eucharist – 10:00 AM – On Facebook

13 December – Gaudete
Holy Eucharist – 10:45 AM – Live-Stream on Facebook

 Christmas I 

 Advent IV 

27 December
Holy Eucharist – 10:45AM – Live-Stream on Facebook

20 December
Holy Eucharist – 10:45 AM – Live-Stream on Facebook
Greening of the Church – Noon

Did you know that St. Tim’s has a YouTube Channel?
We do! Check out our videos:
https://www.youtube.com/user/StTimsEpiscopal
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Music Notes

What a difference a year makes! Last year the Choir was busy putting finishing-touches on music for
Advent and Christmas. This year we chat on Zoom. Certainly not ideal, but at least we have the opportunity to see each other … via teeny, tiny little windows. Ah, technology.
The fact of the matter is that technology is going a very long way to nurture our parish family. The Adult
Forum and Christian Formation, Bible study, Vestry meetings, and those responsible for our financial
well-being, all meet “virtually” to keep us nurtured and moving along on a responsible path to survive
this pandemic.
The greatest new resource in our ministry arsenal has been the installation of live-streaming equipment
in the Church. Thank goodness for the conviction of Karen and Rick Sharp for spearheading this
project to deliver our Sunday services to your home. We even managed Sung Evening Prayer from the
parking lot for almost three months! So much of what has transpired in the last few months has, out of
necessity, happened quickly, and, generally, without a hiccup under their leadership. And now, the
videography team has expanded to include Madeline and Kurt Zwikelmaier, with others on tap to be
trained in the very near future.
Even though we will not have the pleasure of being together for this holiday season, it is still possible for
everyone to worship together from the comfort and safety of their home. Our Christmas Eve service
will be live-streamed at 5.30 the afternoon of 24 December. It will, out of necessity, be somewhat more
calm than might be the norm for St Tim’s, but beautiful nevertheless. Trees with hundreds of lights,
poinsettias, candles surrounding the crèche, lovely singing by Lindsey Short, and Steve Crock, our own
Franz Gruber, leading the singing of Silent night, will make for a very special commemoration of Jesus’
Nativity.
My warmest Christmas greetings to each of you this peculiar
Christmastide. And a fervent prayer that the New Year will be
one of optimism, healthiness, safety, and civility for all of us.
Pax,

Mark
Mark R. Scholtz
Director of Music
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Do this in
remembrance of me.
Stewardship 2021
Thank you to all who have prayerfully made or will make a pledge for 2021. Because of your commitments,
St. Timothy’s can continue to serve its parishioners and community. If you have questions about pledging,
contact Stewardship Chair Karen Sharp (karendkelly@juno.com). While we acknowledge that it’s been difficult not seeing each other in person, please keep in mind that 2021 will be the year we begin searching for
our new rector. This is a decision that will be key in the life of St. Timothy’s for years to come!
You can make your pledge online (https://tinyurl.com/y5alqmmu) or print a form (https://www.sainttims.org/uploads/2/2/1/0/22104060/pledge_form_2021.pdf) and mail it into the church office.
- Your Stewardship Ministry Team
https://www.saint-tims.org/stewardship.html

Holiday Pantry & Cookie Walk Recipe Book
Reserve your copies now! This commemoration of
our beloved annual event will contain 100 recipes
with color photos and art work. Many of the recipes
are for items you may have purchased at past Holiday
Pantry and Cookie Walks. Contact Karen Sharp at
karendkelly@juno.com to reserve your copies

for your own kitchen or those of family, friends, and
teachers. They would make great Christmas gifts!
Suggested donation is $15 per copy; proceeds to be
used for the good of St. Timothy’s.
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Everything You Always Wanted to Know about the
St. Timothy’s Vestry
What is a vestry?
The Merrian-Webster Dictionary defines a vestry as
“an elective body in an Episcopal parish composed of
the rector and a group of elected parishioners administering the temporal affairs of the parish.“

How can you get involved?

As the calendar pages continue to turn, we are
already approaching the beginning of a new year.
At the Virtual Annual Meeting on January 24, 2021,
we will thank four retiring vestry members and elect
four new members to join the remaining eight in
Historically, according to Wikipedia, “a vestry was a
serving as the lay governing board of our church. But
committee for the local secular and ecclesiastical
now it’s “nominating season.” Do you have a friend in
government for a parish in England and Wales, which the church who would be good in this role? Or how
originally met in the vestry or sacristy of the parish
about you? Are you ready to have something new
church, and consequently became known colloquially and important to do to fill your COVID gap time, and
as the ‘vestry.’"
to fill your mind with new and important thoughts
and prayers?
Joy Rouse, our current Senior Warden, wrote the
following explanation of how the St. Timothy’s Vestry
Please read the Vestry documents, think about them,
works and how you can get involved:
and give me a call. Or call Mother Liz, or call the
The Vestry of St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church is a
office and get the names and numbers of those on
12-member board of parishioners elected by and
our nominating committee. Please be involved in
representative of the parish to fill the lay role in
recommending someone to join the current slate of
church governance. Each January at the annual
excellent candidates or add your own name to the
meeting, four members are elected to replace those list of those willing to serve St. Timothy's in this very
whose 3-year terms are ending. A Senior Warden
fulfilling way. Let's pray about it.
(this year Joy Rouse) is then appointed by the Rector,
and the Junior Warden (now Steve Crock) is elected
With love and peace,
by the vestry.
Joy Rouse, Senior Warden
The current Vestry began the year by creating three
documents to be the foundation of our work: Vestry
Responsibilities (a revised job description), Vestry
Norms (how we do this job), and Vestry Covenant
(how we seek to conduct ourselves as members of
the St. Timothy’s vestry and greater community).
Those documents, along with the Qualifications and
Terms for Vestry Membership, are available at
https://www.saint-tims.org/vestry.html
All are living documents and will be revised as times
and circumstances change. I invite you to read especially this Covenant (provided on the next page) and
join us in committing to it as a way of being an active
member in the St. Timothy’s family following the
teachings of Jesus.
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St. Timothy’s Vestry Covenant
Our behavior and relationships with one another and with the congregation will be governed as Christ
taught us: to love God and to love our neighbors as ourselves. We acknowledge St. Paul's directive to
Timothy (1 Timothy 4:12) concerning his role as church leader to be “an example to the believers in
speech, life, love, faith, and purity." The Vestry members of St. Timothy’s Church adopted the following
Covenant on July 15, 2020.
To love one another by:
•

•

Creating and nurturing safety in the space of the vestry meeting for all to comfortably and confidently
express their thoughts with no negative consequences, and, if necessary, extending forgiveness and love
in the event of unintentional distress.
Validating the different styles, personalities, viewpoints and backgrounds of individual vestry members,
celebrating our diversity.

To treat each vestry member with respect by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Speaking and acting to support one another, refraining from divisive or hurtful speech and assuming
positive intent in all interactions.
Remembering that our service is to God and God’s church, which fosters a loving attitude.
Inviting the participation of quieter voices so that everyone can be heard, knowing that each of us has
our own particular sufferings and weaknesses, as well as strengths and talents.
Agreeing to criticize ideas, not persons, and avoiding personal attacks as destructive to community and
contrary to God’s law of love.
Insisting that people who have criticisms of another church leader express those in the presence of that
individual.
Confronting challenging issues from a place of honesty and kindness, without demeaning anyone, and
by following Matthew 18:15-17 for conflict resolution: speaking first to the individual alone; if to no avail,
bringing another vestry member into the conversation; and then, if necessary, referring the matter to the
larger entire vestry.
Asking for forgiveness when you know you have hurt someone; forgiving someone who has hurt you.
Respecting confidentiality, and when in doubt, asking for clarity regarding what is confidential.

To seek God’s will by striving for unity in all matters through:
•
•
•

Embracing spiritual practice as foundational to our work, using prayer to guide decision-making.
Promoting the common good by upholding the final decision of the vestry even when I disagree.
Maintaining rules and boundaries and not bypassing established lines of authority.

To be an example to the congregation by:
•
•
•
•

Being faithful to the mission and vision statement of Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church.
Faithfully attending Sabbath worship and studying Holy Scripture.
Giving sacrificially and making an annual pledge to support the ministry and mission of the church.
Widening the circle of our relationships within the parish, by getting to know parishioners who are new
to us.
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Reaching Out During a Pandemic
By Hank Conard
How do you Reach Out in the midst of a pandemic?
That is the question the Reaching Out Ministry has
been wrestling with for the past several months.
The answer has been to re-examine our core values,
embrace technology, and shift how we reach out to
match the current need.
The Reaching Out Ministry has been
on a journey to simplify and clarify our
strategy to focus on those ministries
and partnerships that are at our core.
Specifically, our work of Feeding Our
Local Community has been an enduring value at St. Tim’s that has grown
in its relevance in the midst of the
pandemic. Rice Bagging, Trinity &
Parkway Food Pantries, St. John’s
Peace Meal, Circle of Concern and our own St. Tim’s
Food Pantry Garden are all ministries that draw us
closer to our neighbors who struggle daily for a consistent, nutritious meal. We also aspire to further
leverage Episcopal service through our support of
Episcopal City Mission and Deaconess Anne House.
Reaching Out also looks different this year as we
embrace technology with Zoom meetings, virtual

ministries and inter-committee partnerships. For
example, the annual Episcopal City Mission Angel
Tree will be mostly virtual this year. We will share
the needs through electronic and snail mail and then
provide pictures of the presents as they arrive under
that tree which can be viewed from the safety of
your home. Similarly, St. Tim’s long-time Mitten Tree
event lives on to provide clothing to
those people who simply can’t stay
warm without our help. And speaking
of staying warm, we continue our
partnership with Sigel School this year
through a winter coat donation where
we endeavor to provide 200 coats to
these resilient children.
One final innovation going forward is
the Invite Welcome Connect plan to
hold a “Neighbors Feeding Neighbors” quarterly food
drive. Parishioners will distribute food bags to their
neighbors in a contactless food collection for all our
neighbors in need. (See article on the last page for
more details.) Like everything else in this pandemic,
we have had to adapt to how we effectively Reach
Out. Thanks to the St. Tim’s community for all your
new ideas and vigorous support as we do our best to
meet the urgent needs of our neighbors.
what it means to talk theological about language and communication. The Rev. Dr. Adam Ployd, Assistant Professor,
Eden Theological Seminary.
January 3 No Forum (Holiday Week)

St. Timothy’s Adult Forums 9:40 a.m.
Sundays on Zoom, Winter 2020 - 2021
December 6, 13, and 20 “Communication Breakdown”
In today’s world, it feels almost impossible to communicate with those we disagree with, and even with those
we do agree with. The Christian tradition has a long
history of reflecting on the difficulty of communication,
and on language in general. In these sessions we will ask

January 10 “The Legacy of Dr. H. Phillip Venable”
Local historian, James Singer, will speak to us about the
racial segregation effort that led to the building of Beirne
Park in the City of Creve Coeur and Dr. H. Phillip Venable,
the prominent black doctor who fought the city's efforts.
January 17 “Meet the Candidates”
Learn about the candidates for Vestry, Diocesan Convention delegate, and Endowment Committee.
January 24 No Forum (Annual Meeting)

Contact Amy Conard at atconard@gmail.com with
questions or for meeting info.
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Ecumenical Partners offer Advent Message
November 30, 2020
Episcopal Church Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael
Curry and the leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America (ELCA), the Anglican Church of Canada and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada have joined together to offer the following Advent message:
“Churches Beyond Borders - Advent Call to Address
Racism and White Supremacy.”

grace and being transformed. We have much to learn
from and with each other.
The birth of Christ to dwell among us holds the hope
for our own rebirth. Our faith is in God’s ongoing work
that establishes God’s kingdom of equity, equality,
justice and liberty for all. Our calling is to prepare the way
of the Lord by embracing truth, promoting healing and
acting in love.

As you make your Advent preparation this year, what
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
do you need most? Forgiveness, repentance, healing,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of
renewal of baptismal vocation, time in the wilderness,
sins (Mark 1:4).
or a word from a prophet? We are confident that God will
In the wilderness and in the river, on the margins of socie- grant us all that we need to be transformed for faithful
ty, John the Baptizer offered faithful witness to the ongo- witness.
ing work of God. People went beyond the borders of their
Let us pray:
familiar lives to hear the words of a prophet, to seek renewed faith, to begin new journeys and to be transformed God of all, form us into churches beyond borders.
through baptism.
When we feel stuck, amplify the prophet’s word.
When we are distracted by privilege, put us in the
What does it mean to offer faithful witness today? As we
wilderness.
ponder this question together as national church leaders,
When we need a new way, dunk us in the river.
we experience shared challenges, new insights, mutual
When we are wrong, move us down the path of truthencouragement, deeper faith and common callings. Our
telling and repentance.
common witness is bound not by ecclesiastical or national
When we need healing, sustain us with your love and
borders but by our common baptism. As leaders of four
hope.
churches on a shared continent, and with shared compliciWhen we cannot see beyond ourselves, move us beyond
ty in the legacies of the Doctrine of Discovery, the enslavearbitrary borders.
ment of Black people and the mistreatment of all people
Bless us with the Holy Spirit, that the good news may be
of color, we hear the prophets and the Spirit speaking
for us a beginning. Amen.
clearly when we listen together.
This Advent, we feel called to name the truth that the sin
of racism and white supremacy is ongoing. People continue to be subjected to and oppressed by these systemic
evils, even within our own churches and the ecumenical
movement.

Archbishop and Primate Linda Nicholls,
Anglican Church of Canada

For the sake of our common mission and witness to the
gospel of Jesus Christ, we share a commitment to dismantling racism and combating white supremacy, and we
actively seek opportunities to engage more deeply.
We bind ourselves together in this work, even as we are
bound together by a common history of complicity with
evil. We look forward to meeting with members from
the Black, Indigenous and other communities of color
with and beyond our churches to help us develop specific
goals and actions. We know this will not be easy, but it is
essential. It happens only by moving beyond the borders
of the familiar, encountering the truth, trusting God’s

National Bishop Susan C. Johnson,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada

Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry,
The Episcopal Church

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Remembering Those We Have Lost
2020 has been many things, but above all, it’s been a year of loss. Loss of our usual
way of life, loss of spending time with friends and family, loss of going to school, work,
and church in the normal way, but also the enormous loss of life. Deaths from COVID-19
are approaching 280,000 in early December in the United States alone, and almost
1,500,000 globally. Those are astounding numbers. But they are not just numbers--they
represent people who have died; husbands, wives, mothers, fathers, sons, daughters,
grandparents, friends, and on and on. We need to remember and pray for all of those
souls, and for all of their loved ones who grieve.

There are also those who have lost loved ones to other causes, including right here at St. Timothy’s. Please
remember our beloved members who have died during the last 12 months: Eternal rest grant unto them,
O Lord. And let light perpetual shine upon them.
Dick Wrausmann, December 11, 2019
Mary Lou Blackhurst, February 11, 2020
Rob Uyemura, February 12, 2020

Karen Hafeli, September 9, 2020
Frank Kohn, September 11, 2020

O God, whose days are without end, and whose mercies cannot be numbered: Make us, we pray, deeply aware
of the shortness and uncertainty of human life; and let your Holy Spirit lead us in holiness and righteousness
all our days; that, when we shall have served you in our generation, we may be gathered to our ancestors, having the testimony of a good conscience, in the communion of the Catholic Church, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a religious and holy hope, in favor with you, our God, and in perfect charity with
the world. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of comfort: Deal graciously, we pray, with all who mourn; that,
casting all their care on you, they may know the consolation of your love; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Dreaming. Daring. Doing:
Together in Christ
The 181st Convention of
The Episcopal Diocese of Missouri
The 181st Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of Missouri was held November 19 - 21, 2020. Because of the
pandemic, the convention was held virtually to ensure “the maximum safety of delegates, alternates, clergy,
and guests.” A great deal was accomplished, and for a recap of the many events, meetings, and
reports, please go to:
https://www.diocesemo.org/about/governanc/diocesan-convention/2020-convention
To watch and listen to Bishop Deon K. Johnson’s convention address, please go to:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifpR92e6lAM&t=3s
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Dates to Remember
December Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5

8

10
11
12

Jacob Sidor
Stacia Kaufman
Toby Hafeli
Pat Hutchison
Jane Klieve
Heath Lindsey
Jane Wyland
Kurt Zwikelmaier
Marlene Gruber Clark
Patricia Feeney
Nancy Setzer
Robyn Merschen
Dennis Whittington
Gabe Porter
Jane Perna

14
15
16
18
19
21
22
23
24
27

John Loomis
Mary Robert
Scott Wischnowsky
Stewart Rayfield
Newton White
James Bosanquet
Madeleine Snyder
Louann Boyd
Nya Moenkhaus
John Wischnowsky
Doug Hagrman
Louise Pooley
Steve Cameron
Ginni Campbell Johnson
Mike O’Neil

January Birthdays

7
8
9

10
12
13
14

Ryan Linneman
Sue Ann McAvoy
Matthew Palmer
Phyllis Knight
Katherine Spung
Kellie Aldrich
Diane Brost
Lorna Peirce
Madeline Zwikelmaier
Callahan Morgan
Ellen Ciesla
Toba Agarawal

Rose-Marie Bell
Jason Mihal

December Anniversaries
11
19

27
29

Hongxia Wang &
Marc Vanacht
Marj & Dick Gold
Lynn & Dennis
Whittington
Beverly & Larry Rhea
Ruth & Wayne Birch

January Anniversaries
16

1

28
31

19
21
29

30
31

Charlotte Bukowski
Gary Shreiner
Joe Yokota
Ella Kaufman
Emma Kaufman
Keith Boyd
Irene Cummins
Amy Conard
Ron Fleck
Bobby Magers
Marian O'Reilly
Blair Porter
Jennifer Wischnowsky
Norma Rayfield

3
7
12
18
21
22

Mary Robert
& David Hawley
Cathie & Rob Muschany
Madeline
& Kurt Zwikelmaier
Tina & Ken Warhover
Pat & John Wootton
Emmy & Jim Purdy

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin
another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your
goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
BCP, p. 830
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The Season of Giving
Please remember those who need our
love and care this holiday season. You
can purchase items for our annual
Angel Tree and Mitten Tree programs
for a few more days.
Angel Tree: St. Timothy’s has supported the Episcopal City Mission’s
work to minister to children and youth in St. Louis City and
County detention centers for many years. With your help,
ECM is able to make sure that every child in detention has
at least one gift to unwrap during the holiday season.
Instructions on how you can help and the shopping list for
the Angel Tree can be found HERE. (Or see article in the
Oct. - Nov. 2020 Angler.) Please contact Tina Warhover
at tinawarhover@gmail.com or at 314-750-7009 with
any questions. Please have your items in by Dec. 13.

Mitten Tree: St. Timothy’s has also supported the important work of Grace Hill
Settlement House for many years. Grace
Hill is an organization that works to ensure that every child, every family, and
every community has the opportunity to
succeed. http://gracehillsettlement.org.

The Mitten Tree is set up in our colonnade and is just
waiting for your donations of new or homemade
mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats. These warm winter
necessities will go to the children and families who are
served by Grace Hill. Please have items in by Dec. 13.
Contact Nancy Setzer at nsetzer@sbcglobal.net w/Qs.
Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church
808 North Mason Road
Creve Coeur, Mo 63141-6306

Address Service Requested
The Rev. Elizabeth Gordon Meade, Interim Rector
Church Office: (314) 434-5906
Fax: (314) 434-4103
Web Site: http://www.saint-tims.org
The Rev. Camie Dewey, Associate Rector
Mark R. Scholtz, Director of Music
Tess Jones, Parish Administrator
Mitzi Uyemura, Angler Editor

Dated Church Material
Prompt Delivery Appreciated

The pandemic has caused thousands more people to
seek help from food pantries as they struggle to feed
their families during these desperate times. Please
join the Invite Welcome Connect Ministry as we begin
our new Neighbors Feeding Neighbors Food Drive.
We can help shore up the supplies at Trinity CWE and
Circle of Concern food pantries where food donations
are down significantly. You can help feed our neediest
neighbors and to say hi to your own neighbors—all at
a safe distance. Here’s how it works:
1. Pick up 15 - 20 “Neighbors Feeding Neighbors”
shopping bags and flyers on the table in the colonnade at St. Tim’s
2. Hang the bags on your neighbors’ doors as soon as
possible. The flyer attached to each bag explains
the process to the donors. You will find volunteer
instructions on the table as well.
3. Pick up bags from your neighbors within a week.
4. Return the donated food items to St. Tim’s as soon
as possible. Check with the office for deadlines.
Love your neighbors by feeding them, and remember
Jesus’s words: ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.’ Matthew 25:40

