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be baptized,
every one of you

Acts 2:38
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From the
Rector
It is good to make a new beginning. Although the
Church keeps a different calendar, beginning the year
four weeks before Christmas, the culture around us
welcomes the New Year in January. We look back the
year that has passed with all its ups and downs. We
also look forward with hope for the year ahead. Many
of us will make resolutions. Our Vestry will ask the
Congregation to engage in a process of Strategic
Planning, beginning with a survey called the Congregational Assessment Tool. It will be vital for us to get
as many of these surveys completed as possible to
obtain the best reflection of the current state of our
sense of purpose.
I want offer my appreciation to the Congregation
Vitality team: Carolyn Moore, Meghan Collins,
Dennis Whittington, Don Dewey, Kim Dressel and
Jon Hotra, Junior Warden and Vestry Liaison. They
were determined and positive in their efforts to keep
this before the Rector and Vestry.
The New Year is an occasion for renewing our promises to God. The Blessing of Homes in the season of
Epiphany is a liturgy available to the members and
friends of the parish. The season of light is a time
when homes can be blessed every year as a way of
offering God our devotion and praying for the
providential care of God in the coming year.
Homes can blessed at any time during the year, and it
is especially appropriate to bless new homes and homes
where we have experienced a significant change in family life. To make an appointment to bless your home,
simply call the parish office. It is not necessary to have
a party or even to make a big project of cleaning your
house. It is good just to ask God to help us as each
New Year arrives.

Beginning on January 14, I will be offering a class
at the Christian Formation hour on Sundays, a basic
course in Christian faith and the Episcopalian tradition for adults. The course is available to anyone,
and will serve as preparation for Adult Confirmation
or Reception into this communion. Those adults
who have not been baptized can use this as a place
to prepare for Holy Baptism at the Easter Vigil.
Parents and godparents can prepare for the baptism
of infants and young children. David Coulter, our
Youth Minister will offer a similar course for youth.
We will move at a slow pace and leave plenty of time
for questions. Diocesan confirmations will occur at the
Easter Vigil at the Cathedral and on Saturday, April
14 at 10:00 am. Confirmations will also be offered at
our Parish Visitation with Bishop Smith in November.
The season of Epiphany is a season of light. The light
of the natal star led shone on the stable of Bethlehem.
The dove of the Holy Spirit rested on the Lord at his
baptism. The texts of the season focus us on the unfolding revelation of God through Jesus Christ. As
we seek this light, let us encourage one another to
love and good works.
Love,
Marvin +
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New Year, New Resolve
By The Rev. Paul Metzler
Many resolutions for a new year are made, few are kept. I hope, though, you have the resolve to update or create
the proper legal documents in case of a temporary medical emergency or a life-limiting illness. End-of-life planning
is appropriate for every faithful adult (18+) so each of us and our families are prepared in case of a crisis.
Is this morbid? Episcopal priest and author, the Rev. Barbara Crafton, recently wrote:
Tomorrow is promised to none of us. The certainty of our end is the most universal of truths, but most
of us find it inconceivable. This is too bad: meditating upon one's own death is an ancient spiritual practice
in Christianity and other faith traditions. Such a thing is only depressing to one cemented into his/her
denial of reality -- to those who practice it, it is a welcome opportunity to claim every bit of goodness
the day has to offer us. Because however long I may live, today is the only today I will ever have.
Important documents include Power of Attorney for Finances, Power of Attorney for Healthcare, Living Will, Revocable Living Trust, and Last Will and Testament. At St. Timothy’s we’re also encouraged to complete a “Pre-Planning
Funeral Form,” available from the office or this link: www.saint-tims.org/funeral-planning.html .
Fr. Marvin or I will be glad to discuss and offer spiritual support as you consider these important personal and family
choices.

St. Timothy’s Sunday Bible Study
Winter/Spring 2018
Grab some coffee and come on down!
This is an open, come-as-you-can Bible study led by a wonderful team of clergy and lay leaders:
The Rev. Sue Eastes, Chuck Agne, Linda Lawless, and Agnes Bolwell. It is a discussion-based program,
and they welcome first timers and old timers alike!
Last fall, we began a year-long study of Jesus in the Gospels. What does a particular Gospel writer tell
us about Jesus, and why? And what can we do with this in our own lives? Knowledge of the Bible is
not necessary to participate. We meet on Sundays in the lower level education area from 9:40 - 10:40
a.m. Please join us as we continue our journey!

January - February 2018 Schedule:
DATE
Jan.

Feb.

TOPIC

BIBLE READING

7

"Go and tell what you have seen and heard"

Mark 1:21 - 2:12

14 & 21

Conflicts over Obedience

Mark 2:1 - 3:6

28

Annual Meeting--NO CLASS

4 & 11

Sermon on the Plain

Matthew 4:23-7:29

18 & 25

Relying on God

Matthew 6
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Bishop Wayne Smith's
Address to Convention

Which is not to say that we
are without resources. By no
means. Our Prayer Book
revised in 1979 was designed
to be the first ever postNovember 17, 2017
Christendom Prayer Book.
Even the casual Christian
will notice how different it is from its nine predecessors,
Grace to you, and peace, from God our Father and the
in the lineage of our Church. The current Prayer Book
Lord Jesus Christ.
was built for a people devoted to baptizing, and being
In the past few years, during this my annual address
the church, and growing in discipleship. To the extent
required by canon, I have spoken about the gradual
that this Book does not work, it is because of efforts to
demise of Christendom, the privileged place which the
superimpose onto it the outdated template of antecedent
Church in the West had occupied for a millennium-and- versions. A '79 Book with a '28 shape. I am of a mind
a-half. It has been a tacit, very real mutual sponsorship
that we don’t need a new Prayer Book; I think we would
between Church and culture. At its recent high-point in do well to try the one that we have.
this country, late 1940s through early 1960s, ChristenBaptism is a case in point.
dom made the Church look pretty impressive. Large
attendance numbers, big Sunday schools, new buildings,
The Easter Mystery and its corresponding sacrament of
all growth, all the time.
baptism provide the foundation for everything else in
It made what I call the Field-of-Dreams heresy appear
the '79 Book. Easter Mystery—which is shorthand for
true: If we build it they will come. Well, pretty much
the crucified, risen and living Christ Jesus, the one
they did come. And they don’t any more.
whose actions and person make the whole creation new.
All of who he is, and all that he is about. The liturgies of
Christendom began its long death sometime between
Holy Week and especially the Great Vigil of Easter mark
John Kennedy’s assassination and the first moon landing.
the calendar with this central mystery of Christ. Baptism
That is to say, sometime in the 1960s. Demographers say
grafts new believers onto this mystery of Christ’s life,
that the demise of Christendom, mostly over and done
and death, and new life. The Eucharist is this mystery’s
already, will actually quicken in pace beginning in 2018.
weekly banquet, a regular encounter with the risen
There remains, however, a stubborn nostalgia for these
Christ within what the community does. It all hangs
times gone by and the way things were when we the
together in this Prayer Book, and the Easter Mystery,
Church were driving the bus. Sometimes I hear nostalgia
or the Paschal Mystery as it is also called, makes it hang
in its unadorned form, a pining away for the days of
together. Everything in our worship refers back to the
three services on a Sunday, two of which were packed
mystery and its corresponding baptismal sacrament. The
houses. Sometimes I hear the nostalgia in certain quesburial rite makes us look death squarely in the face—and
tions: Bishop, does the diocese have a program to help us
still find the wherewithal to proclaim resurrection, the
grow? And sometimes I hear it in unfulfilled yearnings,
sure and certain hope made present and palpable in bapas in we just need to draw in more young families with
tism. Marriage is an articulation of baptism’s calling, and
children—even when the Church’s neighborhood has
not the only one. The ordination rites are other articulano one who looks like this anymore. Old vocabularies
tions of this calling. Formation, Christian education,
persist in words and phrases like these three: christening,
catechesis, whatever we want to call the learning of faith
go to church, membership—when more apt words are at
and discipleship, historically has looked to baptism as its
hand: baptism, be the church, discipleship. Word choices
focus. The Church from its earliest days has catechized
from Christendom, and now.
and taught believers before baptism. From the early
Church, we actually have more materials from the
Dear friends, these ways which were so available to us
catechesis, the teaching, that came after baptism. The
during Christendom’s long arc are no longer sufficient.
When we try these old ways now, we mostly find them ancient methods emphasized experience first, with
learning to follow. We would do well to incorporate
frustrating.
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both pre-baptismal and post-baptismal learnings.

doing, it’s worth over-doing.” Can we so imagine baptism taking on some of the glorious ritual excess that we
It is commonplace for Episcopalians to say that our
associate with ordination? Baptism would also lose its
theology of the Church, our ecclesiology, if you will,
daintiness, its tiny fonts, its stinginess with water and
comes from an understanding of baptism. We claim to
oil. Baptism would evoke the presence of mighty waters,
have a baptismal ecclesiology but often do not act as if
of both danger and life. People would get wet. We forget
that were true. We claim a baptismal ecclesiology, but
that in every Prayer Book, beginning with 1549, immeroften that means that we say, “According to our baptis- sion is the preferred method—and was the usual manner
mal covenant, then this, or that, or the other.” And that of baptizing, through the early nineteenth century.
may be the end of it. If someone does say “according to
Candidates and sponsors would learn about baptism
our baptismal covenant,” then the reference is likely the beforehand, and keep learning afterward. There are
last of the eight interrogatories: “Will you strive for jus- people in this diocese with expertise in this manner of
tice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity teaching and learning, and I will ask them to pitch in. To
of every human being?” In the life described in the most that end, and for a broader project, I expect to appoint a
treasured scriptures and recapitulated in the baptismal
Task Force on Baptism to report back to the 179th Conrite, the full dignity and responsibility of the Christian
vention next year. If baptism is a sign of God’s saving act
life comes through the waters and in the name of the
and cosmic in scope (as Paul writes in Romans 8), then
Holy and Undivided Trinity, which changes a life, a
baptism might well happen when the cosmos, or at least
church, and a world thereafter and forever. That’s what the community, can see it happen. Never in private. It
it means to live under a baptismal ecclesiology. Our
happens in Church. On Sunday or Holy Day. Preferably
Church functionally opts for something else. Our
the five baptismal occasions which the Prayer Book
Church functionally roots its ecclesiology in good oldnames. Most preferred of all being the Great Vigil of
fashioned, high-medieval-style ordination. If our Church Easter, the calendar’s linchpin. Easter mystery finds its
were to have full-bodied baptismal ecclesiology, then no expression in baptism.
one would much care whether they get ordained. Or
not. I have known people who want to get ordained in
The nineteenth-century English theologian F. D.
the worst way. Who are convinced that that the world
Maurice put baptism in a crucial place for mission, the
hinges on ordination—their ordination—and not bapsacrament situated as it is on the borderland between
tism at all. If we had a robust baptismal understanding of Church and world, where the world might enter
ourselves, then ordination (or not) would be one of the
Church. God is at work saving the world. Baptism is
many subsidiary details about life in Christ. So, for exwhat such salvation looks like, and binds the baptized
ample, it’s always a deal when it comes to giving consent to the work of God’s reconciliation. Baptism gives an
for a bishop’s ordination. A majority of diocesan bishops important sense of purpose to a Church in our situation,
and Standing Committees have to give consent before
with numerical decline, three percent decline in this
anyone can become a bishop. If we really had a thordiocese just in 2016, and uncertainty about our futures.
ough-going baptismal understanding of ourselves, then
Church Pension Group also projects that 22 percent of
Gene Robinson’s election and consent in 2003 would still active clergy church-wide will retire during the next five
have been a deal—but a smaller deal, not a great big
years, 27 percent in the Diocese of Missouri. Just when
world-wide deal. Back in those days, I tried to have a
we need leadership, leadership is going to become scarce.
discussion with someone who disagreed with Gene’s
Another symptom of Christendom’s demise—which
ordination, and, foolish me, I went to baptism. The per- might not entirely be a bad thing. Because it might
son said to me: Pffft. Baptism. That’s nothing. Little ba- force the issue of all the baptized taking part and taking
bies get baptized. We are talking about a bishop.
responsibility. Now might also be the right time to make
a big deal anytime that someone comes to be baptized.
I expect to spend whatever years remain of my time as
Those who crafted our Prayer Book had the tremendous
your bishop focusing on baptism and its place in renew- foresight to imagine a setting like ours. In which the
ing the Church. What would such a thing look like?
culture is indifferent to belief and will do nothing to pass
Well, take a look at our ordination liturgies, the living
along the lore of faith. That’s on us. Completely on us.
example of the mock Anglican motto, “if a thing’s worth
Continued on page 6 
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Bishop Smith’s Address to Convention,
November 2017, continued

Episcopal Church’s Long-Term Commitment to Racial
Healing Reconciliation, and Justice.” Note the descriptor,
“long-term.” This is not the work for a long weekend or
a retreat. It’s the work of generations. I have to acknowlA friend who is on a literature faculty at Exeter College edge the continual, calm support that Chuck gave to
in Oxford tells about teaching a story which had in it
me and to my office in the hard season immediately
allusions to the season of Lent—which none of her stu- after Mike Brown’s death. Chuck, I thank you for that
dents seemed to get. So she asked them outright: Do you ministry.
know what Lent is? Silence. Then someone asked, Isn’t
Residents and staff from Magdalene St. Louis are also
Lent sort of like the Christian Ramadan? In a college at
here, to talk about their life and work, and to invite this
one on the great centers of learning in the EnglishDiocese and our parishes and missions into a pattern of
speaking world. It has come to this.
healing and reconciliation which is central to MagdaThe good news at this moment of bad demographics is
lene’s life. The executive director of Magdalene is a
that parishes and missions all around this diocese are dis- priest of this Diocese, the Rev. Hope Welles Jernagan,
covering a sense of purpose. They are finding it in doing and she is the preacher for the Convention Eucharist.
the basics of education and pastoral care, and doing them
well. They also find it in their neighborhoods. They find Let me note by title three other points of mission among
it in food ministries, and eldercare, and tutoring. They
us, with details and reports to come later: the Diocese of
find it in nursing homes and by opening their doors to
Lui in South Sudan, with whom we share a partnership;
the larger community, for lots of groups and occasions.
Deaconess Anne House, in Old North St. Louis, an intenMany of them are able to say that they
tional Christian community for young
do this because they believe that God
adults; St. Francis’, Eureka, whose
has compelled them, that Jesus has a
brand new church we will consecrate
purpose. I get to see what you are
in two weeks. Cause for joy!
doing, and hear your stories. Little
Times are changing, and the Church of
congregations of ten people can do
Christendom is over and done. I think
audacious things in these strange times.
that Church was easier but also less
Big ones do it too. It makes me very
interesting. As we stand on the cusp of more and signifihappy. And I say: God give us more.
cant demographic shifts, I find a deepening faithfulness
One of the generational challenges facing us in this
among the communities of this diocese. People are intuidiocese is racial reconciliation. There is enough in those tively settling into the basics of parish life and God’s miswords to fill our lives with mission. To be sure, the land- sion. It is possible for us to thrive in this setting. Settling
scape is rife with needs for reconciliation of all sorts—
more deeply into the meaning of baptism and what it
political reconciliation is obvious, civic reconciliation,
demands from us, and the graces which it bestows upon
class reconciliation. But racial reconciliation has a
us, is a way forward. We are baptized as a present and
particular claim on us in Missouri, both because of our
real sign of Christ reconciling us to God. Reconciliation
history, and our present. The death of Michael Brown
is part of the great work ahead of us. So reconciled ourin 2014, and the subsequent judicial decision, woke a lot selves, reconciliation becomes a way of life for us. The
of people up. The 2011 death of Anthony Lamar Smith, so-called Chinese curse was probably made up by a
and the subsequent judicial decision in September this
twentieth-century English member of Parliament and
year, made many people even more determined. Demon- cabinet minister, Austen Chamberlain. “May you live in
strations and actions have become almost daily matters
interesting times!” is no curse at all. These are interesting
around metropolitan St. Louis. I have shown up for a
times—maddening, uncertain, peevish, and full of possifew of these, and I have spoken up for racial justice and bility. It is a great time to be alive, and an even greater
reconciliation. The Rev. Chuck Wynder, Jr. who serves time to be a Christian. I ask you to join me for the facing
on the presiding bishop’s staff, is with us to introduce a
of the day, because it is going to be a doozy.
terrific resource, “Becoming Beloved Community: The
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Report from the Treasurer,
November 2017
Target revenues and expenses for 10 months (Budget %)

91.67%

Actual pledge and plate receipts for 10 months

86.75%

Actual expenses for 10 months

88.72%

We had a somewhat disappointing month in November. Income for the month was about $34,000 (compared to
$68,000 in October). Expenses were about average (~$61,000) which resulted in a $27,000 deficit for the
month. This brings the Year-To-Date deficit to $38,000 vs. our budgeted deficit of $29,000 for the year. However,
December is historically a very strong month, so the chances are still good that we will finish the year well under
the budgeted deficit.
Unusual expenses this month included $2,100 for the annual maintenance contract on the elevator, and $2,791
spent on repairing lights in the bathrooms, offices, the multipurpose room, as well as some of the outside lights.
Please be sure to pay any outstanding pledge amounts for 2017 so that we can finish the year in a financially
strong position. Thank you for making your pledges for the new year!
- The Finance Committee

January Dates to Remember
January Birthdays
1
6
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16

Sue Ann McAvoy
Daryl Piatt
Matthew Palmer
Phyllis Knight
Kellie Aldrich
Diane Brost
Lorna Peirce
Madeline Zwikelmaier
Callahan Morgan
Ellen Ciesla
Toba Agarawal
Gwen Muzik
Sneijder Hernandez
Charlotte Bukowski
Miranda Robert

January Anniversaries
16
19
21
24
27
29
30
31

Gary Shreiner
Joe Yokota
Cynthia Fox
Keith Boyd
Irene Cummins
Nancy Davidson
Blaire Holmes
Agnes Bolwell
Amy Conard
Ron Fleck
Blair Porter
Jennifer Wischnowsky
Norma Rayfield

3
7
12
21

Mary Robert &
David Hawley
Cathie & Rob Muschany
Madeline & Kurt
Zwikelmaier
Karen & Toby Hafeli
Michelle & Larry Holmes

We remember those beloved
St. Timothy’s members who died in
December 2017:
Judith Leicht
Marylen Stansbery

Eternal rest grant unto them.
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St. timothy’s
needs

The CAT is coming!

you!

We need leaders for:
 Vestry
 Endowment Committee
 Convention Delegate and Alternate

We need your voice!

The only qualifications required are enthusiThis survey is your opportunity to share
asm, commitment, and a willingness to learn.
your experiences and tell us what your
This is a wonderful way to advance our mission
priorities are. All of our worshippers are
at St. Tim’s:
asked to participate.
“To radiate Christ’s presence
through worship, care, and service.”

We each have gifts to share and light to shine.
Let yours shine brightly!

Events
in
January

Thursday, Jan. 11
 Daytimers “Tour” The
Netherlands/Belgium
10:30 am, Parish Hall
 Babies, Toddlers &
Twos Parent Group,
9:30 - 11 a.m. (next
meeting: January 25)

Saint Timothy’s Episcopal Church
808 North Mason Road
Creve Coeur, Mo 63141-6306

Address Service Requested
The Rev. Marvin Lee Foltz, Rector
Church Office: (314) 434-5906
Fax: (314) 434-4103
Web Site: http://www.saint-tims.org
The Rev. Dr. Paul A. Metzler, Clergy Associate
Heidi Carter, Lay Associate for Ministry
Mark R. Scholtz, Director of Music
David Coulter, Youth Minister
Tess Barcey, Administrative Assistant
Mitzi Uyemura, Angler Editor

Dated Church Material
Prompt Delivery Appreciated

MORE INFORMATION
TO COME

Sat. & Sun., Jan. 12 & 13
 Diocese Comm. on
Dismantling Racism
Wkshop, St. Stephen’s
Sun. Jan. 14
 Adult Forum with Dr.
Charlotte Ijea, 9:40am
 Confirmation Classes

Sunday, Jan 21
 Meet the Candidates
Adult Forum, 9:40 a.m.
Sunday, Jan. 28
 Annual Meeting Day!
One service @10 a.m.,
meeting follows
 Evensong, 5 p.m.

