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“The Hidden Engines of Hope”  
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 

I’ve been reading a book this month that surprised me 
in the best way. It’s called Eve by Cat Bohannon, and 
it’s about the long, winding story of human evolution. 
But what struck me most wasn’t the science itself—it 
was the reminder of how life is always carried forward 
by quiet, faithful, often overlooked acts of care.  
 

Scientists used to tell the story of our species by  
focusing on the biggest hunters, the strongest bodies, 
the loudest accomplishments. But as it turns out,  
that’s not the whole story. We humans didn’t survive 
because some early ancestor was especially good at 
fighting or running. We survived because generations 
of mothers, grandmothers, aunties, siblings, neighbors, 
and whole communities made sure fragile children 
grew up. We survived because care— not competi-
tion—held us together.  
 

In other words, what science is discovering echoes 
what Scripture has been saying all along:  
we are created for interdependence.  
 

From the Body of Christ in 1 Corinthians, to the  
prophets reminding Israel to care for the widow and 

the orphan, to Jesus gathering children in his arms—
our faith teaches us that life flourishes not through 
isolated strength, but through shared love. 
  
This strikes me as especially meaningful as we enter 
the Advent and Christmas season. The story of salva-
tion doesn’t begin with a king or a warrior. It begins 
with a pregnant woman, a bewildered carpenter, a  
stable, and a few people paying attention in the dark.  
It begins with bodies—tired, hopeful, ordinary bod-
ies—doing their quiet, faithful best.  
 

What Eve reminded me is that this is not only spiritu-
ally true; it is biologically true. We are designed—
down to our bones and our cells—to need one anoth-
er. Long childhoods, long lifespans, and long memories 
were God’s way of knitting us into communities where 
each person has a role and each generation depends 
on the others.  
 

So as we make our way through this season, I invite 
you to notice the “hidden engines of hope” around you: 
the people who set the table, make the coffee, rock the 
baby, shovel the snow, check in on a neighbor, volun-
teer quietly, offer a ride, say a prayer. These are the 
very acts that have carried humanity through count-
less ages, and they are the very acts that carry the 
church today.  
 

This is the way God chooses to enter the world—
through ordinary love that changes everything. 
 

May we honor it.  
May we practice it.  
 

And may we trust that this is how God is still bringing 
forth new life among us.  
 
     In hope,  

    Meghan + 

From  

the 

Rector 

Advent 2025 Resources from the DioMO website:  
Lingering Before the Light  
 

Advent invites us not to rush toward Christmas, but to linger in the in-
between, in the long shadows before dawn. This is a season of holy waiting,  
of quiet courage, of learning to dwell in the half-light where hope begins to 

take shape. Before the brilliance of the manger, we are called to pause and pay attention, to the flicker of faith in 
our hearts, to the signs of God’s presence already stirring in the world. 
  

To linger before the light is to trust that even in the dark, God is near, and that the promise of light is already on 
its way. 
 
To read Bishop Deon Johnson’s 2025 Advent Reflection Booklet, click HERE or go to  diocesemo.org/connect/
news/2025-advent  and download the booklet. 

https://diocesemo.org/application/files/7517/6463/5817/2025_Advent_Reflection_Booklet_.pdf
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    Advent I     
November 30 

Holy Eucharist  9:00 and 10:45 AM  

 

    Advent II     
December 7 

Holy Eucharist – 9:00 and 10:45 AM 

Advent Event:  9.45 AM in Fleming Hall 

 

    Advent III     
December 14 – Gaudete 

Holy Eucharist – 9:00 and 10:45 AM  

Cookie Walk – Before and after each service. 

    Advent IV     
December 21 

Holy Eucharist – 9:00 and 10:45 AM  

Greening of the Church following the 10.45 service. 

 

    Christmas Eve     
December 24 

Stations of the Nativity & Holy Eucharist – 4.00 PM 

and 

Music of the Season – 8.30 PM  

Candlelight Holy Eucharist – 9.00 PM 
 

Advent & Christmastide at St. Timothy’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Timothy’s annual Cookie Walk & Boutique will be 

held on Sunday, December 14, both before and after 

each service. There will be plenty of cookies available 

for you to box for your own enjoyment and for your  

holiday gift-giving. 
 

Volunteers are needed to bake cookies (minimum 3 

dozen, please). Pretty, festive cookies are lovely but 

anything that tastes good is always a winner! Gluten 

free and diabetic-friendly items are always appreciat-

ed. Confections and other non-cookie items like candy, 

pickles, jams/jellies, lemon curd, or anything you 

make that our shoppers would like, are also welcome! 
 

To sign up to bake cookies, please see the bulletin 

board in the Gathering Space or email Karen Sharp. 

Contact Karen Sharp or Jennifer Barnes with ques-

tions. All proceeds from the Cookie Walk go toward 

the betterment of parish life at St. Tim’s! 

St. Tim’s Annual Advent Event 
 
The season of Advent is here—and our annual Advent 

Event is right around the corner! Please join us  

between the services on Sunday, December 7 in 

Fleming Hall to make wonderful seasonal crafts to  

prepare your home for Advent. You will also be able  

to enjoy a yummy continental breakfast from Bridge 

Bread as well as some great St. Tim’s fellowship. If 

crafts aren’t your thing, please still join us for some 

coffee, tea, and a bit to eat, and you can admire others’ 

craftiness! 
 

If you would like to help at one of the craft tables, 

please sign up on the sheet on the bulletin board.  

All craft materials will be provided for you. Please  

contact Anne Teymouri with questions. 

mailto:karendkelly@juno.com
mailto:jgbarnes5@gmail.com
mailto:adtstlouis@gmail.com
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By The Rev. James H. Purdy, Retired Clergy Associate 
 

Have you ever fallen asleep while driving your car?  

One of those head bobs in the warm afternoon sun? 

Dozing off at night, roaring along a straight, dark,  

empty highway? It’s a horrifying realization, falling 

asleep while driving a car. But it happens to many of  

us: drowsing in the midst of life. 

 

The rain, the rhythm of the windshield wipers, the  

endless miles of white highway lines—any of these  

can lull us toward sleep without our realizing it. Then,  

suddenly, we are startled by an oncoming car’s head-

lights or a blasting truck horn. We discover that our  

vehicle is veering into the opposite lane, heading for  

a Jersey barrier or a bridge’s guard rail. Instantly we 

steer the car back into the center of our lane. 

 

The remainder of the trip will not be the same. The  

importance of wherever we are going has diminished 

considerably. If we are wise, if we’re smart, we’ll pull 

over, stop the car, give ourselves a break, a walk, 

stretch our legs, our psyches, our senses, our spirits. 

Then, when we start again, we will be better prepared 

with bottles of chilled water to drink, sticks of gum to 

chew, tapes or CDs of lively music or Spotify to play.  

We have a new, sobering awareness of the need to  

stay awake. 
   

The annual Call of Advent is a a bit like the experience 

of flashing lights or a truck’s horn awakening us from  

a momentary/nearly-forever nod behind the wheel.   

Advent calls us to stay awake, to be vigilant, to be alert 

on constant watch—not for embankments or ditches  

or other vehicles, but for the coming of God. 

 

Staying awake, vigilant, alert, watching for the coming 

of God. God is here, in the world, with us, a participant 

in History. God is here, every day, in the trenches, on 

the mountain tops.  

 

We meet God where we are in God’s world. Those  

people, those places, those circumstances, those  

incidents that make up life—God greets us there,  

then. The people with whom we live, where we work, 

how we face all the facts and realities, the ups and 

downs of life, God meets us there, inviting us to  

commit ourselves to some purpose other than our  

own amusement. 

 

At every moment of our lives, there is a peculiar inter-

twining of the events and circumstances of our external 

lives and the readiness of the response of our inward 

lives. Where these intertwine, there, then, we meet God. 

God greets us. 
   

Where the threads of outward, social, life—what’s  

going on “out there”—and those of inward develop-

ment—what’s going on inside us—our ideas and  

affections and attitudes. The place where/when those 

things converge is our chance for a creative response  

to life. That is the place where we can count for some-

thing. That is our opportunity to change the world, even 

our own tiny worlds. That’s our chance to do some of 

God’s work in the great and mini dramas of our times.  

 

Am I using the gift of time well?  Am I treating every 

second as an opportunity to grow, to be faithful to 

something, to live for someone, to give openly and  

profoundly, to forgive or to say and mean “I’m sorry,”  

to support someone or a nation in need, to accept kind-

ness, to offer compassion, to receive love, to give love? 

 

God’s work is love. Our work is love. It is difficult work, 

sacrificial work, costly work—the work of loving.  

“Of all the powers, love is the most powerful and most 

powerless. Powerful because it alone can conquer that 

final and most impregnable stronghold which is the  

human heart. It is the most powerless because it can  

do nothing except by consent.” (Fred Buechner)  

 

God’s work is carried out by people who are willing  

to give up having their own way so that love may have 

its way. God’s work—reflecting, as best, as brightly,  

as we can the grace, the selfless intent, the kindliness, 

the perspicacity, the wisdom and the peace that God 

entrusts to us. God’s work—being the still eyes in the 

storms that rage all about us. 

 

“Beware.”  “Keep alert.”  The Call of Advent. “Keep 

awake.”  God is in the world around us, as close as the 

touch of our hand and the smile that parts our lips,  

The Four Messages of Advent:  

Life is Precious.  Life is Short.  Keep Awake.  Keep Alert. 

(continued on p. 8) 
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as powerful as our words of consideration, of interest, and our caring blesses. There, in those, in any, gifts of love, 

we see God alive, God at work.  
 

Keep awake. Keep alert. 
 

You fill the world with your presence, God, 

and you ask us to share that gift with others. 

Since WE want to do what YOU want done, 

we ask you to help us to accept the opportunities and demands  

life places upon us where we are and to embrace everybody in it. 

Help us to forgive those we might forgive,  

to challenge those whom we must challenge, 

working with you for the future that Bethlehem’s Child promised  

and embodied and taught and lived centuries ago and lives today.  

Let us trust you, God, and we will trust what happens to us,  

now and always, in Jesus’ Name we pray. Amen. 

The Deacon’s Sabbatical 
 

A sabbatical offers a chance for physical, emotional, 
mental, and spiritual rejuvenation that is often difficult 
to achieve while doing ministry. In the Diocese of  
Missouri, Bishop Deon K. Johnson recommends that all 
clergy take sabbatical leave after five years of service. 
I’ve been a deacon for almost 22 years and have never 
had a sabbatical. After conversing with Bishop Johnson 
and Mother Meghan, I will be taking sabbatical leave 
right before Christmas and will return at the end of 
March. 
 

While I will focus on rest and family during my sabbati-
cal, I will also do some sort of a learning project. I’m  
uncertain about the details, but no doubt I will share 
these with you when I return.  
 

I’d like to thank in advance the Pastoral Care Team for 
stepping up and doing some of my duties. Mother  
Meghan will hold Clergy Coffee hours in my absence 
monthly instead of weekly, on the first Thursday of the 

month. Those dates are 
January 8, February 12, 
and March 12. Clergy 
Coffee Hours has grown 
into a small but vibrant 
community, and continu-
ing to gather together 
would surely be benefi-
cial. 
 

Be well during my  
absence, and may God bless you. 

    - Deacon Dayna 

May the peace of Lord Jesus Christ go with you  
wherever He may send you. 

May He guide you through the wilderness  
and protect you through the storm. 

May He bring you home rejoicing at the wonders  
He has shown you. 

May He bring you home rejoicing,  
once again into our midst. 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness,  
send your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your voice each day, 

We who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us. 
We who are blessed in so many ways long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of your presence. 
We are your people, walking in darkness, yet seeking the light. 

To you we say, "Come Lord Jesus!' Amen. 
 

          - Henri J.M. Nouwen 



Page 6                                                                     

Journeying the Way of Love  

 Sunday Monday Tuesday 

Advent 1 

 

The Annunciation: 
Saying “Yes” to the 
Journey 

Nov. 30              Worship 
 
Read Luke 21:25-36. How do 

the symbols of the  Advent 

season help you understand 

the story of  Jesus? Where do 

you see them in your worship  

today? 

Dec. 1                       Pray 
 
Pray along with the Collect for 

Advent 1, found on page 211 of 

The Book of Common Prayer. 

Set a timer for three minutes 

to sit in silence and hear what 

God might be saying back to 

you. 

Dec. 2                      Turn 
 
Read Isaiah 58. How does this 

reading challenge you to think 

about feasts and festivals dif-

ferently? How might this les-

son change the way you cele-

brate or recognize this holy 

season? 

Advent 2 

 

Mary and Elizabeth: 
Journeying with  

Family and Friends 

Dec. 7                Worship 
 

Read Luke 3:1-6. How does the 
story of John the Baptist fill 
your heart with hope?  

Dec. 8                       Pray 
 
Pray along with the Collect for 
Advent 2, found on page 211 of 
The Book of Common Prayer. 
As you are out and about for 
the rest of this week, notice the 
people you pass. Ask God to 
bless them in their lives and 
work. See how this changes the 
way you go about your week. 

Dec. 9                      Turn 
 

Do you have amends or apolo-
gies or adjustments you need 
to make? Ask God to open your 
heart and mind to those op-
portunities for reconciliation 
and growth. Thank God for the 
gifts of mercy and love, and 
the courage to make the 
changes necessary. And then 
do your best, with God’s help, 
to make those changes.  

Advent 3 

 

The Birth of John the 
Baptist: Journeying 
with Community 

Dec. 15             Worship 
 
Imagine the faces you’d like to 
see at church — an all-star list 
of folks you want to worship 
with. This could be people you 
know from all phases of your 
life. Commit to pray for those 
folks this week. And make a 
commitment to ask one of 
your all-stars to come to 
church with you in the next 
month. 

Dec. 16                     Pray 
 
Pray along with the Collect for 
Advent 3, found on page 212  
in The Book of Common Pray-
er. How will prayer guide you 
through the rest of the week? 
Set aside special time today to 
focus your intentions on stir-
ring up peace and spreading 
joy. 

Dec. 17                    Turn 
 
Turn away from the busyness 
of the world right now. Turn 
your heart and mind toward 
giving thanks for this time of 
reflection, refreshment, and 
renewal. 

Advent 4 

 

The Birth of Jesus: 
Journeying with the 
World 

Dec. 22              Worship 
 
Linger before leaving your wor-
ship time today. How is God 
calling you to hear and sing 
along with Mary’s Song? Read 
Luke 1:39-55. 

Dec. 23                     Pray 
 
Pray along with the Collect for 
Advent 4, found on page 212 in 
The Book of Common Prayer. 
Pick three or four of your be-
loveds to focus your prayers  
on today. Make sure to leave 
some silent space for God to 
offer you some wisdom about 
what they may need right now. 

Dec. 24                    Turn 
 
The conventional wisdom is 
that new parents should rest 
when the baby is resting. Make 
sure you take some time out to 
rest with Baby Jesus — and 
marvel in the wonder of a 
fresh, new, clean, shiny, tiny, 
precious start. Take a nap and 
thank God for the gift of Jesus 
and for peace at Christmas. 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Dec. 3                      Bless 
 
Call or write a letter to a family 

member with whom you 

would like to have a closer 

relationship. Make plans in the 

new year to chat on the phone 

or meet over Zoom or in per-

son. Let them know how much 

you love them and look for-

ward to knowing them better. 

Dec. 4                       Rest 
 
Put your phone on airplane 

mode and leave it in a dresser 

drawer for an hour or two. 

Whatever happens in that time, 

you can handle later. Give this 

time to yourself and Jesus, to 

rest and recharge for the week 

ahead. 

Dec. 5                          Go 
 
Go out into your neighborhood 

today. Where is God at work? 

Ask God to show you how you 

can celebrate that good work 

and name God’s presence in 

your community. 

Dec. 6                    Learn 
 
Read Luke 1:59-80. When 

Zechariah’s speech returns, he 

praises God. If you lost the 

power to speak for nine 

months like Zechariah did, 

what would be your first word 

of praise? Share this with your 

family, friends, and on social 

media. 

Dec. 10                   Bless 
 

We know that angels are God’s 
special messengers to us, and 
that Gabriel spent intentional 
time with Mary, helping her to 
understand her part in God’s 
story. Who has shared an im-
portant lesson or their pres-
ence with you this week? 
Thank them today with a call 
or note.  

Dec. 11                     Rest 
 
Set aside 30 minutes to spend 
in silence with your best friend 
today. Sure, it may feel a little 
weird to be silent on the phone 
or while sitting next to each 
other on the couch or across 
the table. Just give it a try. 
Make sure to set aside time 
after your silence to pray for 
each other and to say thanks 
for the time of rest. 

Dec. 12                        Go 
 
Go out of your way to have a 
conversation with someone 
you might not normally visit 
with today. Ask God to open 
your heart to hear this person 
as God does. 

Dec. 13                  Learn 
 
Read Luke 1:45. Share your 
faith story with one new per-
son this week. It can be some-
one you have known for a 
while who has not heard the 
faith part of your story.  

Dec. 18                   Bless 
 
Spend a significant amount of 
time today discerning if there 
is a special blessing or gift you 
can share with your church, a 
local ministry, or with your 
community. Ask God to inspire 
and equip you with the forti-
tude and tools to make this gift 
something truly memorable 
and heartfelt. 

Dec. 19                       Rest 
 
Spend at least 45 minutes out-
side today, without doing yard 
work or fixing lights or redoing 
bows on the garland. Take 
some time to just sit outside 
and let the air wash over you, 
taking away the stress and 
worry of the moment. Read 
Psalm 100 before and after 
your outside time. See how this 
psalm may help you rest and 
recharge your spirit.  

Dec. 20                        Go 
 
Read or watch your local news. 
Ask God to open your heart 
and eyes to ways you can pro-
mote reconciliation and heal-
ing in your community. 

Dec. 21                   Learn 
 
Read Matthew 4:18-22. How 
do these verses from Matthew 
inspire you to read Scripture 
with new eyes? Try reading 
several different translations 
of this passage. See how the 
language might change your 
reading of it.  

   For more Advent information 
and resources: 
 
https://
www.episcopalchurch.org/
advent-and-christmas-
resources/ 

Advent Calendar 2025 

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/advent-and-christmas-resources/
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By Erlinda Perlado-Mertens, Volunteer Coordinator  
 
We just celebrated Thanksgiving, and as the December 
celebrations approach, we are invited to pause and  
give thanks—not only for the blessings that surround 
us, but also for the faith that carries us through life’s 
changing seasons. This year has been challenging for 
many, here and around the world,  as we face the im-
pact of political decisions, environmental crises, and 
personal changes and hardships such as illness, loss,  
or job changes. Gratitude is not always born from  
abundance; it often arises from the quiet and unwaver-
ing trust that God walks with us through uncertainty 
and pain, reminding us that change is the only constant. 
In this way, we are all, in some ways, migrants--- always 
on a journey and seeking guidance, hope, and a home, 
both inwardly and outwardly.  
 
The Climate Summit in Brazil recently took place, just 
after destructive hurricanes and typhoons struck the 
Caribbean and Asia, affecting millions of people.  

At Saint Tim’s, we give thanks to you, our faithful  
members and volunteers, whose generosity and  
service reflect the love of the Holy Family. The story of 
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph reminds us of faith, persever-
ance, and trust in God. Their journey—from Nazareth  
to Bethlehem, into exile in Egypt, and back—was full  
of change and uncertainty, yet they remained open to 
God’s guidance.  
 
As we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family, may  
their example inspire us to follow God’s call with  
courage, love, and trust. Thanksgiving is more than  
a single holiday. Thanksgiving is a way of life — a  
celebration of God’s faithfulness in our midst.  
How are we discovering what it means to be family in 

Christ?  To share joys and burdens, to offer hospitality, 
to lift one another up in prayer and love…. Most of all  
to give from our want and emptiness because God alone 
is our fullness.  
 
As we move through this season, may we take heart 
from the Holy Family’s example. May we find courage  
to trust as they did, to give thanks in all things, and to 
celebrate God’s presence in our families, our journeys, 
and our community of faith. Then--- we are ready to 
celebrate--- Thanksgiving through Advent to Christmas 
and the New Year! 
 

May we, like the Holy Family, journey with faith, grati-
tude, and love — finding God’s presence in the roads  
we travel and the people we walk with--- remembering 
each other and the world in prayer & thanksgiving. 
 

One in prayers and in hope with and for all of you. 
Grateful for God’s sustaining Love.   – Erlinda 

Thanksgiving and Celebrating: 

A Reflection on the Holy Family 

“Flight into Egypt,” CC BY-SA-NC, unknown author 

© Greenpeace/Pram--Children wade through flood water in  
Palangka Raya, in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia. 
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Be an Angel to Children in Need this Christmas 

By Tina Warhover 

Ministering to children in St. Louis City and County detention centers is exclusively led by the Episcopal Church. 
Episcopal City Mission (ECM) provides on-site chaplains who provide counseling and mentoring to youth as they 
navigate the justice system and move back to school and society.  
  

ECM believes that every child should know the magic of the holiday season. With your help, every child in deten-
tion will have at least one gift to unwrap. The message they receive is the true gift: they are beloved children of 
God, someone cares, and there is hope for a better life! 
 

You can help by taking some tags off the Angel Tree located in the St. Tim’s Gathering Space, purchasing the items 
listed, and dropping them off by Sunday, December 14. 
  

Suggested gifts: 
 Board Games: Connect 4, Checkers, Scrabble, Sorry, Trouble, Jenga 
 Card Games: UNO, SkipBo 
 Decks of Playing Cards 
 Composition Notebooks—Black ONLY (no spiral/wire binding)  
 Body Wash: Axe or Dove brands only  
 

Place the UNWRAPPED gift under the Angel Tree in the Gathering Space at St. Timothy’s  
and hang an angel on the tree, or contact Tina Warhover for porch pickup.  
 

Other ways to give: 
 Buy a gift card. Gift cards can be in any amount, from Target, Walmart,                                                                       

or Amazon. They are combined to  purchase a personal gift for each child. 
 Monetary donations can be in the form of a check to St. Timothy's  
       (with “ECM Angel Tree” on the memo line) OR through ONLINE GIVING                                                                         
        using "Episcopal City Mission” as the Designation.  
 

Please drop off gift cards or make donations by Sunday, December 14. 

Contact Tina Warhover at tinawarhover@gmail.com  or at 314-750-7009  
     with any questions. Thank you! 

Women’s Book Group: Time to Choose our Books! 
  

On Tuesday, January 13 at 6:30 p.m., the St. Timothy’s Women’s Book Group will meet to decide which books 
we will read in 2026! Please join us for this discussion and learn about the great books being read by the  
women in our group. Our meetings are always fun and very laid back. We learn a lot through our conversations, 
nosh on delicious snacks, enjoy our favorite beverages and our time with each other. 
 

We are currently reading The Unstoppable Eliza Haycraft by Diana Dempsey, which we will  
discuss this at the meeting. Based on a true story, it is a riveting novel about a legendary 
woman in antebellum Missouri who allowed neither men nor society's conventions to keep 
her from cutting her own remarkable path. The year is 1844. On a May midnight, Eliza 
Haycraft flings herself into a canoe to escape a husband who beats her and a life that does 
the same. She is penniless and illiterate. Yet a decade later, sex and secrets will make her the 
wealthiest woman in St. Louis, a frontier boom town at the western edge of a restless nation. 
With only herself to rely on, Eliza becomes a prostitute and madam, then a property owner 
and puller of strings. The Unstoppable Eliza Haycraft is historical fiction at its sweeping best, 
with an extraordinary heroine you will remember long after the last page is turned.  
Please join us! 

https://www.saint-tims.org/online-giving.html
mailto:tinawarhover@gmail.com


2026 Annual Giving Campaign Meets Its Goal! 
 

Starting in October, we embarked on our annual giving campaign, talked about  
stewardship, generosity, and how we are building a stronger St. Tim’s with our gifts 
of time, talent, and treasure. We listened to our fellow members explain why St. 
Tim’s is important and special to them, and why they give. And we watched our  
Lego creations rise!  
     

And so it is with sincere and heartfelt thanks to everyone who has pledged their   
support to our parish, we announce WE’VE MET OUR FINANCIAL GOAL!!  As of    
November 26, we received 107 pledges for a total of $582.498, slightly exceeding 

our goal of $582,000! 54 pledges were increases, 12 were decreases, 29 were the same as last year, and 
12 were new or didn’t pledge last year. Thank you, thank you, one and all! 

If you haven’t pledged yet but would still like to, it’s not too late! We will gratefully accept pledges at any 
time. You can pledge online  or contact the Treasurers directly with your pledge.  

Gratefully, St. Tim’s Stewardship Team 
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Report from the Treasurer  
October 2025 
 
 

October shows a surplus of $10,500, bringing us to a $26,600 deficit for year to date. Historically, November 
and December are strong months for receipts, so we will probably do better than the budgeted $23,500 defi-
cit. Pledges and plate were both very strong this month; plate has now exceeded budget by $4,000 or 123% of 
budget. Despite very strong pledge payments this month, we are still behind at 79% of budget, at 83% of the 
way through the year. We also received our fourth quarter donation from the Endowment Fund ($5,711.25). 
 

Unusual or interesting items on the expense side are the following: 
• The Family line is still strongly negative because we have not received the invoice for Parish Camp at Pere 

Marquette. 
• The Office Systems line shows a negative amount for October due to a refund we received in the amount 

of $2006 for an overcharged amount on copies. 
• The Telephone line is zero because we paid two-month's worth of bills last month. 
• The Outreach Grant line includes a $3,000 grant to Circle of Concern and $168 on the supplies for the 

Stray Rescue Project completed at the October Intergenerational First Sunday Event. 
• Temporary Staff includes $247 in mileage expenses paid to Deacon Dayna Jewson for her various visits 

from June through September. 
• Maintenance expenses remain within budget, primarily due to the accessibility to the Property Replace-

ment Fund 
• Utilities were high, paying for the extreme heat (and therefore high Ameren bill) of September. Also, we 

had a double month's payment on our Missouri-American water bill. 
• The Music line is already slightly above budget and will continue to increase through the end of the year. 
 

Let’s all hope for a couple of good, generous months to come. If you would like to view the detailed financial 

statements for October 2025, please click the links below.  

   October 2025 Balance Sheet   October 2025 Profit & Loss 
 

 If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the treasurers.  
           - Alice Fritsch, Treasurer 

https://www.saint-tims.org/annual-giving-campaign.html
mailto:treasurer.at.saint.tims@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Dell Laptop/Documents/Documents/Mitzi's stuff/St. Tim's stuff/2025 Anglers/December 2025 - January 2026/10 October 2025 - Balance Sheet.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Dell Laptop/Documents/Documents/Mitzi's stuff/St. Tim's stuff/2025 Anglers/December 2025 - January 2026/10 October 2025 - Profit & Loss.pdf
mailto:treasurer.at.saint.tims@gmail.com
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Dates to Remember 

December Birthdays   
   
  1 Jacob Sidor   

  2 Peg Penland  

  3 Toby Hafeli 

  4 Pat Hutchison 

  5 Jane Wyland   

 Kurt Zwikelmaier 

  6 Ian Fogt 

Cheryl Gelstein 

  8 Marlene Gruber Clark

 Patricia Feeney 

 Nancy Setzer 

10  Robyn Merschen 

 Dennis Whittington  

12  Bette Hammond 

 Jane Perna 

 

 

 

14  Mary Robert 

 Addie Joyce Sidor 

16  Stewart Rayfield 

 Georgene Menshouse 

18 Morgan Snyder  

19  Louann Boyd  

 Elizabeth Perkins 

22 Doug Hagrman  

 Louise Pooley 

23  Steve Cameron 

24  Ginni Campbell Johnson 

27 Mike O’Neil 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries  
 

11 Hongxia Wang 

      & Mark Vanacht 

19 Marj & Dick Gold 

Lynn & Dennis  

      Whittington 

27 Bev & Larry Rhea 

29   Ruth & Wayne Birch      

January Birthdays   
   

Sue Ann McAvoy  

  6 Grant Schuh  

Phyllis Knight  

10  Madeline Zwikelmaier  

13 Ellen Ciesla  

16  Gary Gannon  

 Gary Shreiner  

21  Keith Boyd  

22  Flossie Pate 

24  Charles Turner 

25  Brian Perkins 

 

 

 

 

26 Greg Penland 

29  Amy Conard 

 Ron Fleck 

 Bob Magers 

 Marian O’Reilly 

31  Norma Rayfield 

 

 
 
 

 
 

January Anniversaries  
 
  3 Mary Robert  

      & David Hawley 

  7 Cathie & Rob Muschany 

  8 Celeste & Robert  

      Roberson 

12  Madeline & Kurt  

      Zwikelmaier 

22 Emmy & Jim Purdy 

BCP, p. 830 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin  

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your  

goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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Prompt Delivery Appreciated 

As 2025 comes to an end, we remember our loved ones who died this past year.  

Let us pray for all of these souls, and for their loved ones who grieve.  

 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. And let light perpetual shine upon them.  

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace. Amen. 

 
Robert Coots, January 9 

Bridget Evers, April 11 

Brooke Forsyth, May 20 

Gerald Amies, May 25 

             Jane Williamson, September 6 

            Elizabeth (Liz) Elsaesser, August 11 

            Susie Kramer, August 27 

 
 

O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sisters and brothers.   

We thank you for giving them to us, their families and friends, to know and to love  

as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion,  

console us who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life,  

so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course on earth, until, by your call,  

we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Remembering Those We Have Lost 

Sheila Burke Morse,  January 17 

Ruth Ann Stross, February 27 

The Very Rev. Dr. Ernest Edward Hunt, III,   

       May 29 

William D. Crowell, Jr.,  July 3 

Gwendolyn Muzik, August 7 

Kelly Long, November 28 


